
United States R\tent and Trademark Office 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

WWW, UflpLO.gOV 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/940,744 


08/28/2001 


Christopher Carl Wulforst 


5308 


5156 


7590 


03/27/2002 


Milliken & Company 
P.O. Box 1927 
Spartanburg, SC 29304 


EXAMINER 


ROSENTHAL, DANIELLE S 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


3644 

DATE MAILED: 03/27/2002 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 


'9 


Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/940,744 

Applicant(s) 
WULFORST ET AL 

Examiner 
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3644 



« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

. If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 August 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) U14 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)G objected to by the Examiner. • 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) 0 Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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Application/Control Number: 09/940,744 
Art Unit: 3644 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §112 

Th e f o,Wn gi sa qU ota t iono, t hese C ondpara gra pho,35 U .S.C. 112: 

J ^ r ^ i i s C 112 second paragraph, as being 
2 Claims 5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1U 

* frnm about 1 " Applicant discloses in the 
th p rate are The claim reads "at a rate of from about . PP 

PDersauare yard. Further i. applicant flounce per 
applicant means just 1 ounce per square yara 

™ „ a rd need to be added to the claim, 
s^are yard, the units of ounces per square yard 

irfcientantecedentbasisforthislimWonintheciaim. 

Claim Rejections- 35 USC §102 

fomth ebasis f or,here j ec„onsunderthissec tt onmadein, te O (f iceac,ion: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was djj*^ under sectl0 n 122(b). by f°^^X!u^ 
1 an application for pa ^J***™^ paten t, except that an internal , a lication 

Shed »"*• S» i'ffi « in « Ena» ■ WffW « ^ tete e ft. 
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02(e) as being anticipated by 
5 Claims 1-4 and 9-13 are -ejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
D ene S u k e t ,(e,1 9 a, 15 e, R e f err i n g toc,ai mS 1-4,Oe^e«,disc l o S eanan« 

alco f 3 ,,i„es M 0andco, 2 3,ine S 4,e5,co,,S,,ine S 1- 2 1,.T h eodorrece,v,n g 
charcoal (Denesuk et al.. col. 28, lines 49-65). 

. R e f er,n g .oclair n s9-12andt h ea f ores a idd i so U ssiononc,a im 1.0enes U Ke,a 
disclosed foam can be considered a film. 

7 R eferrin 9t oc l aim13and,ea,oresaiddiscussiononc,a im 1,aenes Uk e,a 

^^^^^^^^^ 

l . «i m linps 13-14) It is interpreted that a 
density polyester Km (Denesuk et al.. col. 10, Irnes 14). 

polyester fiber is a low density polyester. 
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Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

( , nnf ,,:, ]S c 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
8 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.U iuo W 

obviousnessrejectionssetforthinthisOff-ceaction: 

9 Claims 5-8 and 14 are rented under 35 O.S.C. 103(a) as *ina datable 
m e lD ene SUk e t a,,nviewo f Rvaneu l .(,01 9 .0a2,.Re.e t d„ gt d,a im s,8, 1 4and 

•^""'rv 

, =i ml 1 lines 48-52) and is applied with a hot 
particle size of 24 microns (Ryan etal., col. 3, lines 

L ad hesivea,aho U .3rn 9 pers,c mW hic h isa^ 1 o U ncepers^ard(^ 
alc o,4,,ihes1,31,, l ,wo U ldhaveheeno b vio U s,oonehavin g o t dinar y s M l,n«he 
^..he^theinventionwasmadetomoditv — etauoincludea^on 

^rtatthe — w as made to use the adhesive as „m secunn, the 
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ao.iva.ed charcoal against the interior surface o, .he textile in Denesu* e. al. since .his 
would provide a secure bond between .he odor agents and the bedding. 


Conclusion 

W. The prior art made of record and no. relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

(6 '*£ SW) diSose animal mats or materials with odor agents. 
1 , Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Danielle S. Rosenthal whose telephone number is (703, 
305-2765. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th & eve„ other F, 8:00am- 

5:30pm. 

I, attempts to reach the examine, by telephone are unsuccessful, .he examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Jordan can be reached on (703) 308-2434. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this applicaSon or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
305-7687 for regular communications and (703) 305-7687 for After Final 

communications. 

Any inquiry o, a general nature or relating to the status of this apolicata or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 


1113. 
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